“Mexican-American History Makers” Program
A video library of life interviews creating a record of individuals who have achieved the
highest degrees of success in their respective fields and have influenced the future of not
only Mexican-Americans, but of our entire nation. Their stories of success against many
odds, through relentless work, inspiration, and in some cases, activism, must be heard
and will inspire generations to come.
These videos are of great value for schools, whether they are for career day or a history/
social studies class! In these interviews, viewers learn what challenges various MexicanAmerican figures had to face to achieve the great success they did, what drove them to
activism, how much they value education, and what advice they would give to young
people to aim for their success. They not only share their stories but also share the
secrets which have allowed them to achieve such success, with the ultimate intention to
inspire people to achieve those heights and even higher. These stories may even inspire
the first Mexican-American female president.
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Our Mission:
“To change the intentionally distorted Mexican-American narrative by
educating the community about the endless positive contributions MexicanAmericans and their rich culture have given America for over 170 years,
which remain unrecognized. Promoting education, unity, and pride.“

Our 4 Core Initiatives:
1. Mexican-American History Makers
A video library of life interviews creating a record of individuals who have achieved
the highest degrees of success in their respective fields and have influenced the
future of not only Mexican-Americans, but of our entire nation. To inspire many
generations to come.
2. MACEF Film Scholarships

The Mexican-American Film/Television Festival,
Scholarships, and Grants
There is a particular stigma associated with being of Mexican
descent, and it harms our community. The perception of Mexicans
and Mexican-Americans in the US is distorted and the media has
played a large part in this. Mexicans and Mexican-Americans have
been largely portrayed in media through degrading stereotypes
such as “criminals,” “the help,” “lazy,” “illegal invaders,” and “uneducated.” Recently,
those in political power, including Donald Trump, have legitimized these MexicanAmerican stereotypes into the American consciousness, with disastrous consequences
seen throughout the news. No other Latino group has endured such abuse.
Because Films, TV, and Streaming Series have a tremendous impact on the narrative,
perception, and reputation of our community, the Mexican-American Cultural Education
Foundation (MACEF) has chosen to promote positive content, as well as foster future
Mexican-American filmmakers in order to truly change the narrative. MACEF’s threepronged approach to furthering the goal of bringing positive Mexican-American stories by
Mexican-American Filmmakers to life is as follows:
The MACEF Filmmaker Scholarship. To help prepare any individual who lives in the
United States and self-identifies as Mexican-American or Chicana/o, of any generation or
mixed ethnicity, at the most prestigious Film Schools to take leadership roles in media and
help change the narrative.
The MACEF Filmmaker Grant. To give financial support to Filmmakers to start creating
great stories with Mexican-American/Chicanas/os in lead roles in positive and true-to-life
stories showing our people as a valuable part of American society.
The Mexican-American Film/Television Festival. A yearly event to celebrate and
promote films, television, and streaming content produced, directed, and performed by
Mexican-Americans.

Directed by Moctesuma Esparza, starting in 2021 MACEF has partnered with two
of the most prestigious Film Schools to provide a minimum of $40,000 in MACEF
Filmmaker Scholarships, which they will triple for us. So, our Film Students will
have a benefit of $120,000 in tuition support, every year for the next 3 years.
3. MACEF Filmmaker Grant
Three $10,000 Grants for Filmmakers who need funds to finish their short film, film,
or TV pilot to put it on the market. Film school students working on their thesis film
are encouraged to apply. Qualifying films will be assessed by the quality of the
story (culturally positive and non-stereotypical) as well as production organization
and viability of the project. Submissions accepted yearly from April 1st to June 15th.
4. The Mexican-American Film & Television Festival & Awards
A star-studded red carpet event is scheduled for May 15-16, 2022 at the Raleigh
Studios in Hollywood. To celebrate and promote Mexican-American/Chicana/o
films, TV, stars and filmmakers.

